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Let Jesus Catch You and Correct You with Humble Acceptance 
It doesn’t take much.  You’re playing a game, debating a point, and you lose.  So you 
become a sore loser.  Someone rankles you with an arrogant comment.  So you feel it 

necessary to cut them down to size.  An invisible tug-a-war begins.  Someone really wants to do things their 
way, but you’re not going to let them.  Envy and selfishness.  It goes on all the time.  And it mushrooms into 
lots of trouble.  It becomes a doorway for the Devil into our lives.  James warns in the Bible, “Bitter envy and 
selfish ambition . . . do not come down from heaven, but are earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  For where you 
have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder (trouble!) and every evil practice.”  (James 4:15-16) 
 
The same thing happened to Jesus’ disciples, on more than one occasion.  One time Jesus listened in without 
saying anything, as they argued over who was “the best.”  A little later, Jesus asked them, “What were you 
arguing about?”  He had heard them!  They were too ashamed to say anything.  They didn’t need to.  Jesus 
had “caught them” and now was going to “correct them.”  When you sinfully engage in the “who’s best” game 
or “who’s going to get their way,” and you feel bad, good.  Jesus is “catching you.”  Hear him say, “What were 
you just thinking, or saying?”  But rather than remaining silent, confess your sin to him.  Not to a God who 
stands ready to punish you for it, but who shed his blood on the cross so that you’re forgiven for it.  Know that 
he’s on your side, to get you over the guilt, and the jealousy, and the selfishness.  Pray and expect that he will.  
And know that he’s there to rescue you from all the evil the Devil can cause with those sins. 
 
A big part of Jesus’ rescue is the “humble acceptance” he cultivates in our hearts and our lives.  After 
“catching” the disciples, he corrected them, using a young child.  He brought over a 3 or 4 year old, lifted him 
up and gave him a big hug, and said, “Anyone who welcomes a little child in my name, welcomes me.”  (Mark 
9:37).  It takes humble acceptance to include a little child in your plans.  You need to slow down, explain 
things, alter your plans, take into account what they like to do.  Jesus was saying, “When you’re humbly 
accepting of others in ways like that, no matter how old they are, you’re really doing it for me.”  What 
powerful motivation to get over our envy and selfishness, and be humble and accepting!  It’s loving Jesus back, 
for all the love he’s given to us – including giving his life for us so that we could be his willing children. 
 
What does humble acceptance look like in our lives?  James really helps us out.  He writes, “The wisdom (of 
humble acceptance) that comes down from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.” (James 3:17).  Think of that in your life.  We 
want to be “pure and innocent” towards others, just like we’d be towards a little child.  Filthy and suggestive 
language has to go.  When someone wants a fight, we’re going to be “peace-loving” peacemakers.  We’ll be as 
“considerate” of what others want, as much as what we want.  We’ll “submit,” not letting ourselves be bullied, 
but ready to “follow directions” and “get behind” what we’re asked to do.  We’ll pour on the “mercy” by 
finding out others burdens and helping shoulder them.  We’ll be “full of the good fruit” of kindness – we’ll pick 
people up with compliments and spontaneous acts of kindness.  We won’t play favorites but remain 
“impartial;” we won’t manipulate with hidden agendas but be honest and “sincere” in our intentions. 
 
Wow!  “A little piece of heaven”  from above for our lives!  This is the way.  To be “caught” by Jesus in our 
earthly, even “satanic” envy and selfishness.  And to be “corrected” with humble acceptance, for others and 
for Jesus.  Blessings as you reap Jesus’ rewards of humble acceptance! 
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